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Dear SCS Member, 

Well, we finally did It! We’d had it planned for over a year and, against all the odds, we held 
a concert that will be remembered in Sudbury for a long time. Our determination to get 
back to normal as soon as we could has acted as an example for other musical groups in the 
area to try and emulate, and we should be proud of our achievement. Feedback from 
audience members has been very positive, and perhaps we will have encouraged more 
people to either join us or support us at future concerts – time will tell! 

Mini – newsletter 17 is the last one I will write – we’ll now revert to quarterly Newsletters 
which was how it was before the onset of the pandemic. As we are now able to rehearse 
together on a weekly basis we can pass on information to you by word of mouth, and the 
Newsletter will concentrate on stories of interest and longer – term plans for the Society. 
Now for the updates :- 

1 Purchase of URC Sudbury by the Hive Group.  

Last week saw the conclusion of the deal to purchase the United Reform Church. This 
includes the Friars Hall rehearsal venue, and the Church itself. Friars Hall is to undergo a 
couple of minor structural changes but is basically sound, and we should be able to relocate 
there for rehearsals fairly soon – more details below. The church itself has a promising 
layout for performances with an audience capacity of around 250, but although it is in good 
condition it requires more extensive work to get it to the necessary standard. It is promising, 
however, and the Hive Group are to be congratulated in achieving it’s purchase.  

2. Rehearsal venues. 

 We had initially hoped that Friar’s Hall would be ready for rehearsal use when St. Peter’s 
closed, but it was not to be, and so Sue Ayres found us Old Wells Hall School as a stop – gap. 
The latest date for returning to Friar’s Hall we have been given is November 1st, but, 
although the Hall is in excellent condition, there are minor structural changes to be made 
as well as sorting out the heating. We will advise you as soon as we have a firm date, but in 
the meantime the rehearsals will continue at Wells Old School. Please note that there will 
be no rehearsal on Monday October 25th – restart on Monday November 1st. We’ll inform 
you if there’s a change in venue. 

3 Choir for Hire 

I’m pleased to let you know that we’ve been able to revive this valuable and well – loved 
group. Tom Cogan has agreed to take the role of Musical Director and Carolyn Silberfeld has 
offered to handle all matters administrative and marketing until we can find someone  else 
who would to take on that role. Barbara Copp and Rachel Drury made such a success of 



   
C4H, and are now passing over their respective files to Tom and Carolyn which is a great 
blessing. We plan a restart get – together/rehearsal for C4H on Wednesday November 10th, 
at whichever venue we have. If you wish to be part of C4H or want more information, please 
contact Carolyn on 01787 371997. I understand that there are already potential singing 
opportunities in the pipeline.  

4. SCS website.  

In last month’s mini – newsletter I asked for a volunteer to take over the role of Webmaster 
from Emma Hewitt, who has now left the Society. Over the years Emma has kept potential 
customers and members well – informed, and for this she deserves our gratitude and many 
thanks. As a Stop Press item I’m advised that Hillary Spivey has volunteered to take over 
this very important role on our behalf, and we look forward to hearing from her about any 
contribution we need to make to make her task easier and more fruitful. 

5 SCS committee 2021/22 

We are blessed with a talented and proactive committee, and all current members were 
voted in unopposed at the AGM on September 20th. For your information I have listed 
committee members by portfolio and contact number 

Chairman  Robin Tyrrell  07794 528784 

Secretary  Carolyn Silberfeld 01787 371997 

Treasurer  Josie Monk  01787 581655 

Membership   Bharatti Crack  01787 473497 

Poster/Tickets   Christa Edwards 01787 466046 

Concert Manager Phil Jakes  01787 228084 

Librarian  Ruth Wheal  01787 828829 

Publicity  Sue Ayres  01787 310219 

Minutes  Clare Lodge  01787 312494 

Musical Director John Chillingworth 07931 552320 

And finally, I would like to thank all of you for standing firm through what has been one of 
the most trying times ever experienced by any of us, and in helping the Society to come 
through still standing. On September 5th we showed that we are still capable of offering a 
memorable performance, and that we have a solid base for the further development of the 
Society in the years to come. Many thanks to you all. 

Now for a great Christmas Concert! 

 

Robin   01787 372155  robin.tyrrell@sky.co 


